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Objectives FARRELLS

‘An investment programme of over £400 million is largely completed
on the two university campuses. This investment together with the
proposed public realm and highway improvements has the potential to
uplitt the Northern Quarter into a distinctive and high quality ‘place’

At the same time there is the emerging idea of a ‘civic precinct’
focusing on the links between the areas around the Civic Centre.

What is required now is a design concept which will draw all these
pieces of work together creating a ‘Civic Boulevard’ which will link the
two universities and the Civic Centre.

This concept should demonstrate how existing proposals can be
enhanced by achieving an overall coherence for the area.”
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Newcastle: a place that has evolved over time

Medieval Newcastle

City Centre move
Nerth
Town Wall Grainger Town

City Centre
consolidated

The City Centre
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e h Castle
" Old Tyne Bridge
/ River Tyne

Central Station New Tyne Bridge
part of A1 linking
London to

Scotland

High Level Bridge

Second Railway
bridge built

Centre of City

Motorway acts
divider betweer
the two centres

East Quayside
Redevelopmen

Gateshead Qu:
Development




The Geordie Ramblas

Linking Newcastle’s

cultural and civic assets
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History of the Universities

Newcastle University

1834 The College of Medicine .
1852 Durham University

Royal Victoria Infirmary
established

¢ The University continued to * The University expanded, losing
expand between the wars its clear physical and functional
connections with the city
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*  Church of St Thomas’ rebuilt * Extension of 3t Mary’s

*  Mixed use neighbourhood

* School of Medicine and
Surgery established in 1834

Place, the northern half of
Lovaine Crescent, and the
railway to the east

= (A2 %" -
¢ The new Civic Centre is built .
* Newcastle Polytechnic

opened in 1869

The new university took the
opportunity to expand over
major infrastructure to provide a
‘integrated expanded campus’



The Northern Quarter

FARRELLS
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From a fine urban grain to a fragmented
disconnected city centre...

1894 2007
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* Poor connection between
the two universities

* Civic Centre is
disconnected from

surrounding urban areas
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... with limited active frontages along streets FARRELLS
and public spaces
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The urban realm is dominated by cars..
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- Strategies and achievements




Potential core transport strategy for the city centre

Approaching the Core Public Transport within the  Private Transport within the
Core Core

° Public transport routes Small shuttle buses run on * The core is divided with a

reach the edge of the core. figure of eight routes within number of zones.
They do not penetrate the core.
or cross the core but run  Cars and most vehicles
around its edge and then * The routes collect from can enter, loop through and
out of town on another axis. the arrival point car parks exit each zone - but cannot
and loop through the core pass between zones and

* Private transport reaches penetrating the very heart. therefore cannot move

the edge of the core and is across or through the core.

deflected around the core
or parks in a car park at the
arrival point.

* Report by the Planned City Working Group of Newcastle 2009
20
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We understand, and can influence, The Northern Quarter is part of the bigger

existing and future picture
pedestrian and vehicle movement
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Strategies are in place for the future development
of the two universities
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The Universities are implementing high quality
pedestrian connections and public spaces
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Masterplan strategy




Creating one place - bringing the strategies together

1. Enable the emerging Cultural Quarter around 3. Enhance the Civic Gardens
the Civic Centre

2. Create a coherent urban environment for 4. Re-urbanise the roads
pedestrians and cyclists extend the active frontages
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FARRELLS

5. Legible front doors 7 . Re-integrate the Civic Centre in the public
to the Universities and Civic Centre domain
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6. Transform the setting of Northumbria University 8. Complete the transformation of the public
and the Civic Centre realm within the two universities
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Newcastle Civic Boulevard FARRELLS
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| The Project List




The Project List

FARRELLS

1 Urbanise Barras Bridge
junction and
Claremont Road

6 Revitalise the
ceremonial face of the
Civic Centre

2 Make the Haymarket 7Re—integrate the
hub pedestrian friendly Civic Centre into

the life of the city

3 Revitalise St Thomas’ \ 4 RNl LT T o ( ¢ 8 Revitalise the
and it’s setting, as 28 Yy Civic Centre setting
the heart of the '

Civic Boulevard

A...A..

4 Urbanise Claremont

: O Connect the front
Road /Barras Bridge 0O

doors of Northumbria
] University to the city

5 Define and repair the

10 Re-urbanise John
civic gardens

Dobson Street and
the approaches to
Northumbria University

Not a single project but a collage of deliverable mini-projects

33
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Ma{lebone Euston Road Study
34
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Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3
BRIDGES HINGES STITCHES

Concept Design Study - Space Syntax



1 Urbanise Barras Bridg

Percy Street

¥
i
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A

Barras Bridge is dominated
by cars

Limited space for
pedestrians and cyclists
Public transport hubs are
overcrowded

Poor quality pavement

No direct pedestrian
crossings
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Get rid of clutter

i g
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Introduce safe, broad and direct  Extend active frontage - potential
pedestrian crossings for arts end design retail 37




2 Make the Haymarket hub pedestrian friendly

2 TN r 3 > ks

-

and St Mary’s Place

Traffic signs dominate the
junctions

Key crossings are
disconnected and
overcrowded
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Remove all railings and street
- clutter

Safe pedestriah crossings

e Create a wide direct
pedestrian and cycle
crossing
More space for pedestrians
Redefine the junction -
create a place 39



2 Make the Haymarket hub pedestrian friendly
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3 Revitalise St Thomas’ and its setting, as the heart of
the Civic Boulevard

THE S5

St Thomas’ Church has a
poor urban setting

Car traffic dominates the

St Thomas’ Church public environment
42
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¥ ol 1y ey

Use perimeter planting to embrace the par Improve the urban' setting of
St Thomas’ 43



4 Urbanise Barras Bridge junction and Claremont
Road

Crossing Barras Bridge -
Claremont Road

Limited and indirect
pedestrian crossings
Junction is dominated by
car movement
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Create wide direct new
pedestrian and cycle
crossings

Integrate the junction back
into the city

Work towards the
university’s ambition to
pedestrianse Claremont
Road 45



5 Define and repair the civic gardens

War Memorial

The civic gardens are fragmented and
disconnected - a place with no name
There is no strong definition of the edge of
the gardens

A wonderful civic asset - but one that under
performs
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Define the edge of the Bring more activities
Civic Gardens towards the gardens

* Provide a continuous network of pedestrian
routes and link in with the surrounding context
e Exploit the gardens for arts / culture activity -
stalls, events and festivals
* Improve wayfinding
47



6 Revitalise the ceremonial face of the Civic Centre

The exit to St Mary’s Place
is designed for cars, not
people

. e The ‘Civic Square’ is in use
The ‘Civic Square’ Exit to St Mary’s Place for limited activities only
48
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paving
Introduce improved traffic

Extend the Ceremonial Way
control

Enhance this civic asset as a wonderful place of arrival and departure

49



/ Re-integrate the civic centre into the life of the city
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Courtyard Civic Centre

The Civic Centre is not integrated within its
surroundings
The magnificent green courtyard, the

surface parking and the surrounding public
realm is under used
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A > & i
place for cultural events and

Rediscover -this
festivals

* In and around the civic buildings and
courtyards, facilitate places for permanent
and temporary cultural events and festivals

* Integrate the internal civic routes and front
doors into the city

51



8 Revitalise the Civic Centre setting

Fragmented public realm
Services, parking and
roads dominate the public
environment
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A landmark to announce the

Civic Centre and Northumbria
University

New lighting and furniture
to clarify pedestrians

routes and improve way
finding.
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9 Connect the front doors of Northumbria University
to the city

S

Entrance to School of Arts and

Social Science
Building and campus
entrances are
disconnected and hidden
Landscape is fragmented
Car park site on St Mary’s
Place is a missing tooth!
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Empha51se undmg trncs

* Reinforce active frontages
along Sandyford Road

* Develop the parking site as
the new front door

*  Wide and safe crossings
for pedestrians
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10 Re-urbanise John Dobson Street and the
approaches to Northumbrla Unlversrty

jbhn Dobson Street

John Dobson Street is
dominated by cars

Not enough space for
pedestrians and cyclists
Poor quality pavement
Poor approaches to
Northumbria university
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s e,

Improve pedestrian crossings

* Re-connect to the new
front doors of Northumbria
University

» Create more space for
pedestrians

* Introduce safe pedestrian
crossings

» More trees in the streets

¢ Get rid of clutter
57
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Next Steps FARRELLS

Agree, promote and articulate the broad strategies for
the Civic Boulevard

°* Produce a strong ‘Kkiller image’ for the
Boulevard

 Gain detail support from 1NG and local
politicians

Prepare and agree a project plan

° Establish costs and relevant funding streams
°* Prepare a sequential implementation programme

61



Potential next design actions

1 Urbanise Barras Bridge
Haymarket hub
Claremont Road/Barras Bridge

In conjunction with NCC transportation specialists, carry
out a co-ordinated public realm design

2 St Thomas’ setting
Civic Gardens & Civic Centre

Carry out a public realm design exercise
3 Civic Centre setting

Carry out a public realm design exercise for Sandyford
Road

4 John Dobson Street
Extend current NCC ambitions to include Northumberland

Road and Saville Row connections
62



The programme has jet to be defined...

FARRELLS
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